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away his fortune, much of it went to li-
braries across the country, and you 
will find Carnegie libraries throughout 
our Nation, including in my hometown. 

I am honored to support this resolu-
tion. I ask my colleagues to join me in 
recognizing the great contributions of 
libraries and librarians. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

Mr. TONKO. I again want to thank 
Mr. EHLERS for the inspiration to pay 
tribute to the libraries across this 
country. They are, indeed, very valu-
able components of the education in-
frastructure in this country. They ob-
viously provide tremendous oppor-
tunity to individuals throughout this 
country without any sort of prejudice. 

I am reminded of the powerful library 
in my hometown of Amsterdam, New 
York, and the wonderful countywide 
system that is part of Schenectady 
County, with several sites within their 
library structure. 

And so it is, indeed, very appropriate 
that we recognize the contribution 
that libraries, and more specifically, li-
brarians, make to our society and the 
development of the intellectual capac-
ity and character of our society. 

With that, I encourage passage of the 
resolution. 

Mrs. BACHMANN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to give tribute to the all-American public library 
upon completion of National Library Week. It 
was a week filled with activities and celebra-
tion designed to highlight the important role li-
braries and librarians play in our lives. 

Based on a theme of ‘‘Worlds connect @ 
your library,’’ libraries across the nation hosted 
contests and presentations to educate and en-
tertain readers of all ages. Since 1958, Na-
tional Library Week has been part of the 
American Library Association’s goal of ‘‘en-
couraging people to read in their increasing 
leisure time.’’ It was and has been an impres-
sive goal and today we see libraries full of 
readers, taking on new challenges and ex-
panding the education of their communities. 
This week was an opportunity to bring in new 
library patrons and to encourage reading as 
part of everyday life. 

Former First Lady, Laura Bush, herself a li-
brarian by profession, once said this of our li-
braries: ‘‘Libraries allow children to ask ques-
tions about the world and find the answers. 
And the wonderful thing is that once a child 
learns to use a library, the doors to learning 
are always open.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, I speak today to honor the 
work libraries and librarians provide not only 
children but all in their communities. They are 
more than buildings that house books and 
people that help us find resources. They are 
places to discover and imagine with neighbors 
gladly serving their fellow citizens in an ex-
panding and challenging world. 

Mr. TONKO. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from New York (Mr. 
TONKO) that the House suspend the 
rules and agree to the resolution, H. 
Res. 336. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 

rules were suspended and the resolu-
tion was agreed to. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

BEST BUDDIES EMPOWERMENT 
FOR PEOPLE WITH INTELLEC-
TUAL DISABILITIES ACT OF 2009 

Mr. TONKO. Mr. Speaker, I move to 
suspend the rules and pass the bill 
(H.R. 1824) to provide assistance to 
Best Buddies to support the expansion 
and development of mentoring pro-
grams, and for other purposes. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 1824 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Best Buddies 
Empowerment for People with Intellectual 
Disabilities Act of 2009’’. 
SEC. 2. FINDINGS AND PURPOSE. 

(a) FINDINGS.—Congress finds the fol-
lowing: 

(1) Best Buddies operates the first national 
social and recreational program in the 
United States for people with intellectual 
disabilities. 

(2) Best Buddies is dedicated to helping 
people with intellectual disabilities become 
part of mainstream society. 

(3) Best Buddies is determined to end social 
isolation for people with intellectual disabil-
ities by promoting meaningful friendships 
between them and their non-disabled peers in 
order to help increase the self-esteem, con-
fidence, and abilities of people with and 
without intellectual disabilities. 

(4) Since 1989, Best Buddies has enhanced 
the lives of people with intellectual disabil-
ities by providing opportunities for 1-to-1 
friendships and integrated employment. 

(5) Best Buddies is an international organi-
zation spanning 1,300 middle school, high 
school, and college campuses. 

(6) Best Buddies implements programs that 
will positively impact more than 400,000 indi-
viduals in 2009 and expects to impact 500,000 
people by 2010. 

(7) The Best Buddies Middle Schools pro-
gram matches middle school students with 
intellectual disabilities with other middle 
school students and supports 1-to-1 friend-
ships between them. 

(8) The Best Buddies High Schools program 
matches high school students with intellec-
tual disabilities with other high school stu-
dents and supports 1-to-1 friendships between 
them. 

(9) The Best Buddies Colleges program 
matches adults with intellectual disabilities 
with college students and creates 1-to-1 
friendships between them. 

(10) The Best Buddies e-Buddies program 
supports e-mail friendships between people 
with and without intellectual disabilities. 

(11) The Best Buddies Citizens program 
pairs adults with intellectual disabilities in 
1-to-1 friendships with other individuals in 
the corporate and civic communities. 

(12) The Best Buddies Jobs program pro-
motes the integration of people with intel-
lectual disabilities into the community 
through supported employment. 

(b) PURPOSE.—The purposes of this Act are 
to— 

(1) provide support to Best Buddies to in-
crease participation in and public awareness 
about Best Buddies programs that serve peo-
ple with intellectual disabilities; 

(2) dispel negative stereotypes about peo-
ple with intellectual disabilities; and 

(3) promote the extraordinary contribu-
tions of people with intellectual disabilities. 
SEC. 3. ASSISTANCE FOR BEST BUDDIES. 

(a) EDUCATION ACTIVITIES.—The Secretary 
of Education may award grants to, or enter 
into contracts or cooperative agreements 
with, Best Buddies to carry out activities to 
promote the expansion of Best Buddies, in-
cluding activities to increase the participa-
tion of people with intellectual disabilities 
in social relationships and other aspects of 
community life, including education and em-
ployment, within the United States. 

(b) LIMITATIONS.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Amounts appropriated to 

carry out this Act may not be used for direct 
treatment of diseases, medical conditions, or 
mental health conditions. 

(2) ADMINISTRATIVE ACTIVITIES.—Not more 
than 5 percent of amounts appropriated to 
carry out this Act for a fiscal year may be 
used for administrative activities. 

(c) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in 
this Act shall be construed to limit the use 
of non-Federal funds by Best Buddies. 
SEC. 4. APPLICATION AND ANNUAL REPORT. 

(a) APPLICATION.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—To be eligible for a grant, 

contract, or cooperative agreement under 
section 3(a), Best Buddies shall submit an ap-
plication at such time, in such manner, and 
containing such information as the Sec-
retary of Education may require. 

(2) CONTENT.—At a minimum, an applica-
tion under this subsection shall contain the 
following: 

(A) A description of activities to be carried 
out under the grant, contract, or cooperative 
agreement. 

(B) Information on specific measurable 
goals and objectives to be achieved through 
activities carried out under the grant, con-
tract, or cooperative agreement. 

(b) ANNUAL REPORT.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—As a condition of receipt 

of any funds under section 3(a), Best Buddies 
shall agree to submit an annual report at 
such time, in such manner, and containing 
such information as the Secretary of Edu-
cation may require. 

(2) CONTENT.—At a minimum, each annual 
report under this subsection shall describe 
the degree to which progress has been made 
toward meeting the specific measurable 
goals and objectives described in the applica-
tions submitted under subsection (a). 
SEC. 5. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS. 

There are authorized to be appropriated to 
the Secretary of Education for grants, con-
tracts, or cooperative agreements under sec-
tion 3(a), $10,000,000 for fiscal year 2010, and 
such sums as may be necessary for each of 
the 4 succeeding fiscal years. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
New York (Mr. TONKO) and the gen-
tleman from Michigan (Mr. EHLERS) 
each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from New York. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. TONKO. Mr. Speaker, I request 5 

legislative days during which Members 
may revise and extend and insert ex-
traneous material on H.R. 1824 into the 
RECORD. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New York? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. TONKO. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-

self as much time as I may consume. 
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Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support 

of H.R. 1824. The bill will expand the 
important work of Best Buddies to em-
power people with disabilities and put 
an end to their social isolation. 

Best Buddies International is the 
only national organization focused on 
improving the lives of individuals with 
intellectual disabilities through a one- 
to-one friendship with peers. 

People with intellectual disabilities 
are often excluded from society be-
cause of their differences. Sadly, the 
social isolation of children with dis-
abilities is well-documented by re-
searchers. However, over the last 20 
years, Best Buddies has proven some-
thing that most of us take for granted, 
that lasting, meaningful friendships 
are the key to a better life. 

But friendships for people with intel-
lectual disabilities do not always come 
easily. Over the past 50 years, while 
this population has gained many civil 
rights, attitudinal barriers and stereo-
types persist. This is something Best 
Buddies is changing. Since 1989, Best 
Buddies has worked with 1,300 middle 
school, high school, and college cam-
puses. Best Buddies volunteers annu-
ally contribute services to the commu-
nity that equate to more than $17 mil-
lion. Federal assistance is critical to 
help Best Buddies expand their efforts 
to all of our 50 States. 

Bullying continues to be a problem in 
our schools for many children. A 2005 
study found that a Best Buddy rela-
tionship is associated with lower fre-
quencies of peer victimization, better 
adaptive behavior, and fewer psycho-
logical problems for youth. Clearly, a 
friend is a powerful thing. 

Through one-to-one matches with 
peers without disabilities, as well as 
support of e-mail friendships, citizen 
programs for adults, and a jobs pro-
gram that promotes integration into 
the workplace, Best Buddies expects to 
impact over 500,000 people by the year 
2010. 

H.R. 1824 will allow Best Buddies to 
continue this important work through 
increased participation and public 
awareness. It simply authorizes the 
Secretary of Education to support Best 
Buddies to increase the participation of 
people with intellectual disabilities in 
social relationships and other aspects 
of community life. 

Best Buddies envisions a world where 
people with intellectual disabilities are 
so successfully integrated into our 
schools, our workplaces, and our gen-
eral communities that their current ef-
forts and services will grow unneces-
sary. I share that vision. 

Mr. Speaker, once again, I express 
my full support for H.R. 1824, and I 
urge my colleagues to support this 
measure. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. EHLERS. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support 
of H.R. 1824, the Best Buddies Em-
powerment for People with Intellectual 

Disabilities Act. This bill would au-
thorize funding for Best Buddies, a 
nonprofit organization that provides 
mentors and friends for individuals 
with intellectual disabilities in order 
to increase their social relationships 
and other aspects of community life. 

I appreciate Mr. TONKO’s comments 
about bullying. I have introduced a bill 
dealing with bullying. And I got a let-
ter—not from one of my constituents, 
but some other constituents—outlining 
a terrible situation where a young man 
was bullied so severely he decided he 
couldn’t take it anymore and com-
mitted suicide at a very young age. 
That is the sort of tragedy we have to 
stop, and Best Buddies is a very impor-
tant way in which that can be stopped. 

Best Buddies was founded in 1989 by 
Anthony Kennedy Shriver as the first 
national, social, and recreational pro-
gram for people with intellectual dis-
abilities. Since that time, this has 
grown from one chapter to more than 
1,400 middle school, high school and 
college campuses all around the coun-
try. It also operates programs on six 
continents around the world, with ad-
ditional country programs under devel-
opment. 

Best Buddies offers six programs to 
students with special needs. Best Bud-
dies Citizens pairs adults with intellec-
tual disabilities with their nondisabled 
working peers. Best Buddies Jobs is a 
supported employment program tar-
geting high-paying white collar jobs for 
people with intellectual disabilities. 
Best Buddies High Schools pairs special 
education students in one-on-one 
friendships with high school volun-
teers. Best Buddies Middle Schools 
pairs students with middle school vol-
unteers. And Best Buddies Colleges 
pairs students with intellectual disabil-
ities with college student volunteers. 
And the sixth program, e-Buddies, is a 
cutting-edge online friendship pro-
gram. 

According to independent research-
ers, an estimated 7 million individ-
uals—2 percent of the population of the 
United States—have intellectual dis-
abilities which impair their adaptive 
skills. These skills, such as commu-
nication, self-care, home living, social 
skills, functional academics, commu-
nity participation, and employment 
are daily living skills needed to live 
and work in the local community as 
productive citizens. 

The three major known causes of in-
tellectual disabilities are Down syn-
drome, fetal alcohol syndrome, and 
Fragile X. With early intervention, ef-
fective education, and appropriate sup-
port into adulthood, many individuals 
with intellectual disabilities are able 
to lead independent lives in their com-
munities. 

Best Buddies assists in this effort by 
building personal relationships be-
tween Buddies and individuals with in-
tellectual disabilities. The organiza-
tion currently operates programs in 20 
States, including a Best Buddies Col-
lege program at Grand Valley State 

University, which is in my congres-
sional district, as well as five other 
universities in Michigan. 

b 1245 

However, there is a great need to en-
sure that there are programs operating 
in all 50 States. This new authorization 
would assist the organization in get-
ting dedicated funding through the 
U.S. Department of Education in sup-
port of its expansion to all 50 States. 

I want to thank my good friend, Mr. 
BLUNT, for his strong support for ini-
tiatives that assist students with intel-
lectual disabilities and for introducing 
this legislation. 

I reserve the balance of my time. 
Mr. TONKO. Mr. Speaker, I am 

pleased to yield 1 minute to the gen-
tleman from Maryland, Majority Lead-
er HOYER of the House, whose long- 
standing commitment to people with 
disabilities is well-documented. And I 
have to also make mention that when 
it comes to a buddy system for incom-
ing freshmen, helping us to navigate on 
behalf of our constituents, there is a 
real friend in Majority Leader HOYER. 

Mr. HOYER. I thank the gentleman 
for yielding, and I thank him for his 
kind comments. The gentleman from 
New York is very generous. 

I want to thank my friend from 
Michigan (Mr. EHLERS) with whom I 
served on the House Administration 
Committee for many years; and also, of 
course, my dear friend, one of the Re-
publican leaders in this House, Mr. 
BLUNT, who has cosponsored this legis-
lation with me. It so happens my name 
is first, but Mr. BLUNT and I have 
worked on this effort together, because 
we both believe it’s a very important 
one for our country and for all of those 
who are advantaged by this program. 

I am proud, therefore, to speak in 
favor of this bill supporting Best Bud-
dies, an organization, as Mr. EHLERS 
has pointed out, dedicated to the social 
integration of children and adults with 
intellectual disabilities. 

It was founded some 20 years ago by 
Anthony Kennedy Shriver. Best Bud-
dies is the first social and recreational 
program of its kind in the United 
States. It has already reached hundreds 
of thousands of Americans, both with 
and without disabilities, a total that is 
set to reach a half a million by 2010. 

Best Buddies, Mr. Speaker, fosters 
and supports friendships and 
mentorships between participants from 
kindergartners to adult professionals, 
sponsoring more than 1,000 volunteer- 
led chapters at schools and workplaces. 

Not only do volunteers learn leader-
ship training, they learn firsthand 
about the important contributions 
made by their fellow citizens with in-
tellectual disabilities. Participants 
with disabilities learn that they are 
valuable members of our communities, 
capable of forming a wide range of real 
and lasting friendships. 

This legislation authorizes a total of 
$10 million for grants, contracts or co-
operative agreements to be distributed 
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to Best Buddies by the Department of 
Education in fiscal year 2010, along 
with such sums as may be necessary 
for each of the four succeeding fiscal 
years. 

These funds will enable this impor-
tant organization to reach hundreds of 
thousands more potential volunteers 
and participants, promoting the crucial 
values of shared participation and com-
munity and social equality. 

All of us will be advantaged by this 
program, not those immediate partici-
pants alone, but all of those whose 
communities will be better places for 
the participation of those directly in-
volved in Best Buddies. 

I want to thank Congressman BLUNT 
for cosponsoring this bill. He and I 
worked together for many years on 
this effort, and I urge my colleagues to 
support it. 

Mr. EHLERS. Mr. Speaker, it is my 
pleasure to yield to the sponsor of this 
legislation, the gentleman from Mis-
souri (Mr. BLUNT), for as much time as 
he wishes. 

Mr. BLUNT. I thank Mr. EHLERS for 
yielding. 

I certainly was pleased to join my 
colleague from Maryland, the majority 
leader, as an original sponsor of this 
Best Buddies Empowerment for People 
with Intellectual Disabilities Act. 

This isn’t the first time that Mr. 
HOYER and I have joined with our col-
leagues to come together in a meaning-
ful way in this important area. In fact, 
we are both proud of the Special Olym-
pics Sport and Empowerment Act in 
2004 that became law during the 108th 
Congress. 

The success stories of healthy ath-
letes, the program that emerged out of 
that effort, is really the great result of 
what we did. The reports we get from 
Special Olympics have been heartening 
every year as those athletes come to-
gether. 

It’s estimated that between 7 and 8 
million Americans live with intellec-
tual disabilities, impacting nearly one 
in every 10 families. For these individ-
uals, life is not always welcoming. 
Very rarely is it easy. People with in-
tellectual disabilities are often ex-
cluded from society, whether that’s a 
school, in the workplace or in their 
communities, simply because they are 
different. 

So I have been glad to support a pro-
gram that we have talked about today, 
Best Buddies. It’s been mentioned that 
it was organized 20 years ago by An-
thony Shriver, and it really was de-
signed to help integrate people with in-
tellectual disabilities into the main-
stream of society to end their isola-
tion, to help them embark on produc-
tive, fulfilling lives by finding a buddy 
that didn’t have the disabilities that 
they have. 

The Best Buddies program works 
with volunteers to establish meaning-
ful friendships with their nondisabled 
peers in order to help increase the self- 
esteem and confidence of people with 
and without intellectual disabilities. 

This is a program that’s enhanced the 
lives of individuals by providing real 
and safe opportunities for one-on-one 
friendships and new options for em-
ployment. 

These can often be life-changing 
events for individuals and often are 
life-changing events for those individ-
uals with intellectual disabilities. This 
is often the first time in their lives 
that they have had someone to call 
their friend, someone to be their friend 
who didn’t have disabilities, and intro-
duced them to the world without dis-
abilities. 

This bill helps accomplish that goal 
in a number of significant ways. It au-
thorizes the Secretary of Education to 
award grants or contracts with Best 
Buddies to conduct and expand its ac-
tivities. 

It has an eye on increasing the par-
ticipation of individuals with intellec-
tual disabilities, as well as to promote 
outreach programs. This bill will go a 
long way toward dispelling negative 
hurtful stereotypes and make clear the 
extraordinary gifts that people with in-
tellectual disabilities nonetheless pos-
sess and, with just a little encourage-
ment, are able to utilize. 

More important, it will help move 
people from intellectual disabilities 
from the margins of society to the 
mainstream of society. 

I know Mr. HOYER, Mr. EHLERS, Mr. 
TONKO and I hope to see this bill en-
acted into law, knowing that it will 
help raise the hope and dignity of peo-
ple with intellectual disabilities and 
further empower their full participa-
tion in our communities. 

I hope my colleagues pass this bill 
today. We intend to work for its enact-
ment into law and look forward to the 
difference that this bill, Mr. Speaker, 
can make in the lives of people. 

Mr. TONKO. Mr. Speaker, we have no 
other Representatives from the major-
ity that choose to speak on the meas-
ure, so I would ask if the gentleman 
from Michigan has others to speak. 

Mr. EHLERS. Mr. Speaker, we have 
no other speakers on this side. 

I yield back the balance of my time. 
Mr. TONKO. Mr. Speaker, the House 

resolution concerning Best Buddies is 
an outstanding opportunity for us to 
reinforce the efforts made by Best Bud-
dies as they move towards the mission 
of integrating individuals with intel-
lectual disabilities into society, into 
community in the most successful 
measure. And so for those reasons I 
would strongly urge support for this 
resolution. 

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today in support of H.R. 1824, the Best 
Buddies Empowerment for People with Intel-
lectual Disabilities Act of 2009. I thank Majority 
Leader HOYER for introducing this important 
legislation which authorizes the Secretary of 
Education to award grants to, or enter into 
agreements with, ‘‘Best Buddies’’ to promote 
the expansion of its programs. I urge my col-
leagues to approve this resolution so this vital 
nonprofit organization can provide further aid 
to people with disabilities and help them fit 
into mainstream society. 

H.R. 1824 is needed because it will allow 
Best Buddies to increase participation in and 
public awareness about Best Buddies pro-
grams so that the organization can help more 
people in need. This public awareness cam-
paign, and the successful participants in their 
program, will help dispel negative stereotypes 
about individuals with disabilities. Moreover, 
the public awareness campaign will promote 
the extraordinary contributions of people with 
disabilities. 

This Bill is important because of the impor-
tance of the Best Buddies programs. Accord-
ing to the Best Buddies website the program 
has over 1,300 chapters and will help 400,000 
individuals with intellectual disabilities just this 
year alone through its six program groups. 
Those groups include Best Buddies Citizens, 
Colleges, E-Buddies, High Schools, Jobs, and 
Middle Schools. 

While the organization has expanded great-
ly, there are still many areas of the country 
that lack the resources to help individuals with 
intellectual disabilities become a part of main-
stream society. Best Buddies is able to help 
this broad range of individuals by providing 
one-on-one friendships and integrated employ-
ment. 

The vision statement of the Best Buddies 
organization sums up their important goals 
best, ‘‘Best Buddies envisions a world where 
people with intellectual disabilities are so suc-
cessfully integrated into our schools, our work-
places and our general communities that our 
current efforts and services will be unneces-
sary’’. 

This vision is still necessary because people 
with intellectual disabilities are often excluded 
from society due to their differences. Best 
Buddies is determined to end the social isola-
tion of people with intellectual disabilities by 
establishing meaningful, lasting one-to-one 
friendships with their peers without intellectual 
disabilities. The friendships Best Buddies cre-
ate help increase self-esteem, confidence and 
the abilities of people with and without intellec-
tual disabilities. 

Since 1989, Best Buddies has worked to-
wards this vision an operates the first national 
social and recreational program in the United 
States for people with intellectual disabilities. 

Persons with intellectual disabilities need 
this crucial assistance to help them gain 
adaptive life skills. Such skills include commu-
nication, self-care, home living, social skills, 
leisure, health and safety, self-direction, func-
tional academics like reading, writing and 
basic math as well as community participation 
and employment. 

The effects of intellectual disabilities vary 
considerably among people. About 87 percent 
are mildly affected and will be only slightly 
less proficient than average in learning new in-
formation and skills. With the assistance of 
programs like Best Buddies, a significant por-
tion of our population can become self-reliant 
and an integral part of society. 

According to the Equal Employment Oppor-
tunity Commission, an estimated 2.5 million 
people, approximately 1% of the national pop-
ulation, have an intellectual disability. Esti-
mates also indicate that only 31% of individ-
uals with intellectual disabilities are employed, 
although many more want to work. Persons 
with intellectual disabilities successfully per-
form a wide range of jobs, and can be de-
pendable workers. They just need help to 
make it happen. 
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As the Representative of the 18th District of 

Texas, and a tireless advocate for equal rights 
for all persons, I strongly support this Resolu-
tion. Currently, the Best Buddies Texas head-
quarters is in Houston and has programs in 
high schools and colleges within my district. I 
want to see that more states can get the help 
from Best Buddies that Texas has been so 
lucky to receive and ensure that Best Buddies 
can continue to grow and help even more indi-
viduals with intellectual disabilities in Texas 
and my district. I urge my colleagues to pass 
this Bill. 

Mr. TONKO. I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from New York (Mr. 
TONKO) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 1824. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill was 
passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

CONCURRENT RESOLUTION ON 
THE BUDGET FOR FISCAL YEAR 
2010 

Mr. SPRATT. Mr. Speaker, pursuant 
to House Resolution 316, I call from the 
Speaker’s table the Senate concurrent 
resolution (S. Con. Res. 13) setting 
forth the congressional budget for the 
United States Government for fiscal 
year 2010, revising the appropriate 
budgetary levels for fiscal year 2009, 
and setting forth the appropriate budg-
etary levels for fiscal years 2011 
through 2014, and ask for its immediate 
consideration. 

The Clerk read the title of the Senate 
concurrent resolution. 

The text of the Senate concurrent 
resolution is as follows: 

S. CON. RES. 13 
Resolved by the Senate (the House of Rep-

resentatives concurring), 
SECTION 1. CONCURRENT RESOLUTION ON THE 

BUDGET FOR FISCAL YEAR 2010. 
(a) DECLARATION.—Congress declares that 

this resolution is the concurrent resolution 
on the budget for fiscal year 2010 and that 
this resolution sets forth the appropriate 
budgetary levels for fiscal years 2009 and 2011 
through 2014. 

(b) TABLE OF CONTENTS.—The table of con-
tents for this concurrent resolution is as fol-
lows: 
Sec. 1. Concurrent resolution on the budget 

for fiscal year 2010. 
TITLE I—RECOMMENDED LEVELS AND 

AMOUNTS 
Sec. 101. Recommended levels and amounts. 
Sec. 102. Social Security. 
Sec. 103. Postal Service discretionary ad-

ministrative expenses. 
Sec. 104. Major functional categories. 

TITLE II—RESERVE FUNDS 
Sec. 201. Deficit-neutral reserve fund to 

transform and modernize Amer-
ica’s health care system. 

Sec. 202. Deficit-neutral reserve fund to in-
vest in clean energy and pre-
serve the environment. 

Sec. 203. Deficit-neutral reserve fund for 
higher education. 

Sec. 204. Deficit-neutral reserve fund for 
child nutrition and WIC. 

Sec. 205. Deficit-neutral reserve fund for in-
vestments in America’s infra-
structure. 

Sec. 206. Deficit-neutral reserve fund to pro-
mote economic stabilization 
and growth. 

Sec. 207. Deficit-neutral reserve fund for 
America’s veterans and wound-
ed servicemembers. 

Sec. 208. Deficit-neutral reserve fund for ju-
dicial pay and judgeships and 
postal retiree assistance. 

Sec. 209. Deficit-neutral reserve fund for de-
fense acquisition and con-
tracting reform. 

Sec. 210. Deficit-neutral reserve fund for in-
vestments in our Nation’s coun-
ties and schools. 

Sec. 211. Deficit-neutral reserve fund for the 
Food and Drug Administration. 

Sec. 212. Deficit-neutral reserve fund for bi-
partisan congressional sunset 
commission. 

Sec. 213. Deficit-neutral reserve fund to im-
prove domestic fuels security. 

Sec. 214. Deficit-neutral reserve fund for a 
comprehensive investigation 
into the current financial cri-
sis. 

Sec. 215. Deficit-neutral reserve fund for in-
creased transparency at the 
Federal Reserve. 

Sec. 216. Deficit-Neutral reserve fund for im-
proving child welfare. 

Sec. 217. Deficit-neutral reserve fund to 
fully fund the Long-Term Sta-
bility/Housing for Victims Pro-
gram. 

Sec. 218. Deficit-neutral reserve fund for 
providing a nonrefundable Fed-
eral income tax credit for the 
purchase of a principal resi-
dence during a 1-year period. 

Sec. 219. Deficit-neutral reserve fund for 
monitoring of FHA-insured 
lending. 

Sec. 220. Deficit-neutral reserve fund to ad-
dress the systemic inequities of 
Medicare and Medicaid reim-
bursement that lead to access 
problems in rural areas. 

Sec. 221. Deficit-neutral reserve fund to pro-
vide for accelerated carbon cap-
ture and storage and advanced 
clean coal power generation re-
search, development, dem-
onstration, and deployment. 

Sec. 222. Expenditure of remaining TARP 
funds. 

Sec. 223. Deficit-neutral reserve fund for 
prohibiting undeserved con-
tracting performance bonuses. 

Sec. 224. Deficit-reduction reserve fund to 
ensure the pledge of President 
Obama to eliminate wasteful, 
inefficient, and duplicative pro-
grams. 

Sec. 225. Deficit-neutral reserve fund for the 
Violence Against Women Act 
(VAWA) and the Family Vio-
lence Prevention and Services 
Act (FVPSA), and other related 
programs. 

Sec. 226. Deficit-neutral reserve fund for 
ending abusive no-bid con-
tracts. 

Sec. 227. Deficit-neutral reserve fund for 
home visitation programs. 

Sec. 228. Deficit-neutral reserve fund for 2lst 
Century Community Learning 
Centers. 

Sec. 229. Deficit-neutral reserve fund to pro-
vide for the extension of the top 
individual tax rates for small 
businesses. 

Sec. 230. Deficit-neutral reserve fund for 
pension coverage for employees 
of Department of Energy lab-
oratories and environmental 
cleanup sites. 

Sec. 231. Deficit-neutral reserve fund for 
provision of critical resources 
to firefighters and fire depart-
ments. 

Sec. 232. Deficit-reduction reserve fund for 
the elimination and recovery of 
improper payments. 

Sec. 233. Deficit-neutral reserve fund for the 
repeal of the 1993 increase in 
the income tax on social secu-
rity benefits. 

Sec. 234. Deficit-neutral reserve fund for leg-
islation to increase the amount 
of capital losses allowed to in-
dividuals. 

Sec. 235. Deficit-neutral reserve fund for fos-
ter care financing reform. 

Sec. 236. Deficit-neutral reserve fund for 
healthcare professionals for the 
Veterans Health Administra-
tion. 

Sec. 237. Deficit-neutral reserve fund to re-
peal deductions from mineral 
revenue payments to States. 

Sec. 238. Reserve fund to promote tax equity 
for States without personal in-
come taxes. 

Sec. 239. Deficit-neutral reserve fund for set-
ting performance standards to 
identify failing Government 
programs. 

Sec. 240. Deficit-neutral reserve fund to ex-
pedite research on viability of 
use of higher ethanol blends at 
service station pump. 

Sec. 241. Deficit-neutral reserve funds to en-
hance drug-control efforts with-
in our communities and along 
our borders. 

Sec. 242. Deficit-neutral reserve fund to pro-
mote individual savings and fi-
nancial security. 

Sec. 243. Deficit-neutral reserve fund for the 
National Health Service Corps. 

Sec. 244. Deficit-neutral reserve fund to im-
prove animal health and disease 
program. 

Sec. 245. Deficit-neutral reserve fund for in-
crease in the end strength for 
active duty personnel of the 
Army. 

Sec. 246. Deficit-neutral reserve fund for 
wildland fire management ac-
tivities. 

Sec. 247. Deficit-neutral reserve fund for es-
tate tax relief. 

Sec. 248. Point of order against legislation 
that provides additional relief 
for the estate tax beyond the 
levels assumed in this budget 
resolution unless an equal 
amount of additional tax relief 
is provided to middle-class tax-
payers. 

Sec. 249. Deficit-neutral reserve fund in-
crease FDIC and NCUA bor-
rowing authority. 

Sec. 250. Deficit-neutral reserve fund for in-
novative loan guarantee pro-
gram of the Department of En-
ergy. 

Sec. 251. Deficit-neutral reserve fund for nu-
clear research and develop-
ment. 

Sec. 252. Deficit-neutral reserve fund for the 
2012 completion of Food and 
Drug Administration facilities. 

Sec. 253. Deficit-neutral reserve fund for En-
ergy Star for Small Business 
Program. 
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